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Developments Developments 
in Cross-border 
Movement of 
People

Exponential increase in cross-border travel
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Data from database: World Development Indicators

Global expatriate dual citizenship

International migrant population

Source: IOM World Migration Report 2020

Gender distribution of international migrants

Source: IOM World Migration Report 2020

https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=IS.AIR.PSGR&country=
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Most international migrants are of working age

74% of international 
migrants are between 20 
and 64 years old.

1 in every 30 people in the world is a migrant
In 2019, out of a global population of 7.7B, 272M were international migrants.

Source: UN DESA, 2019

Developments in the acceptance 
and implementation of the 1980 
Child Abduction Convention
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Widely-ratified Convention

101 Contracting Parties

3rd most ratified HCCH Convention
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Widely-ratified Convention

Most ratified HCCH Convention 
among Members 

76 of 85 HCCH Member 
States are Parties 

https://population.un.org/wpp/
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Widely-ratified Convention

Most ratified HCCH Convention 
among Members 

76 of 101 Contracting 
Parties are Members

Global reach

Contracting 
Parties from 
all continents 

Continual increase in number of applications
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Number of incoming applications
(return and access) in selected countries,

1999-2015
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Number of return applications and children involved

2015
§ 2,270 return applications* 
§ 965 applications sent to court 

(48% of all those where the 
outcome was known)

*17% of all return applications where 
the outcome was known ended in 
voluntary returns

Number of children involved = 2,997 = 6 full Alitalia 
intercontinental flights
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Applications with a judicial decision

2015
§ 2,270 return 

applications* 
§ 2,997 children
§ 965 applications 

sent to court 

(48% of all those 
where the outcome 
was known)

*17% of all return 
applications where the 
outcome was known 
ended in voluntary returns
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Average number of days to reach a final outcome

2015
§ Quicker than in 2008, but more slowly than in 2003 and 1999
§ 179 days on average to reach a decision in court, compared to 

206 days in 2008
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Snapshot: The United States of America Snapshot: Japan

Snapshot: Germany Snapshot: Australia
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Europe: Brussels Regulations cases compared to 
global return applications

Cases where only 
the requested State 

is a Brussels II a 
State

Cases where both the 
requested and 

requesting States are 
Brussels II a States

Developments in the HCCH’s 
work relating to the 1980 

Child Abduction Convention

Guides to Good Practice

Guides to Good Practice
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De Ruwenberg I
22-25 June 1998 

International Hague Network of Judges - IHNJ

Miami, FL
October 2018

International Hague Network of Judges - IHNJ

The Malta Process: Participating States International Child Abduction Database

The Child Abduction and Child Protection Conventions

1980 Child Abduction 
Convention

1996 Child Protection 
Convention

58 new Contracting 
Parties since 1996

101

52

All Contracting Parties to 
the 1996 Convention are 

Contracting Parties to the 
1980 Convention

Perspectives
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Continuing work of the HCCH

Continuing work of the HCCH

Continuing relevance 
of the Convention

Continuing relevance of the Convention

Responding to crises
Responding to crises
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Example: Assertions related to the Covid-19 pandemic raised 
in relation to abduction cases 

The Convention in the 
context of international law

The Convention in the context of international law
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